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To Tag EpiToR OF TOE HERALD:—

In view ol the Imterest which you have 80 long
mauilested in Aretic explorations and of uhe en-
cuuragement you bave recently given to the pro-
Jected enterprises 1o thas direction, [ trust yuu
Will not regard it as inappropriate on my pars i 1
shouid, 'hrougn the oculamns of your paper, ex«
presk dome viows with respeet to the practicabllity
ol redelnog the Norih Pole. [iis anderstood (hat
the Engiub goverument are 1o it vut Ay expedi
tiom, With two weli 0qa.pped vesssln, such vl some
800 tous uurden, o try the ¥aith Boumd route,
which, alter maiure consideration, has st lengid
been regarddd by the Eogllch geographera o+
Uhoiy Lo prove ihe most avalakie. This reute Bas
Tery proporly beeu called the “Americau route,"
sad, iuoe L nave bad & guod deai ot SXperienss in

exploring 1it, a briel aceount of discovery there
may not be oot of place,

Smith Sonnd s oniy a northerly continuation of
Bamao's Bay. It was discovered by the famous
navigator, Bafin, 1n 1616, during his remarkable
circuit of that magoificent sheet of water, ‘rom
which branch off, i1a Ité northern part, Wolston-
holme, ¥mith, Jones and Lancaster Sounds, all
more or less famons in Iater times In connection
with Aretic exploration, Baiffo made this voyage
in the little bng Discovery, of Wity tons burden,
aod slthongh Sir Jonm Ross followed upon his
track in 1818, and sighted tne capes of Mmith
Sound, the sound iteelf was never enterad nntil
Captaln Inglefleid, of the British Navy, Io 1852,
sought it In the steamer Isabella, with the ides
that Sir John Franklin, nsteéad of gulog to
the westward, throuxh Lancaster Soand, 1o 1848,
bad loliowed tbe line of the Oreenland coast
ana sought the Poiar water hy & duoe
porth courss. Captain Inglefield came home
1o report that SBmith Sound expanded into the
Polar Basin, and In this view he wae sapported
by the lact that very little ice was seen. The
idea being seized upon by Dr. Kane, cuimiuated,
ultimately, in wnat become known as tue Second
Grinnell Expeditlon. The discoveries o/ that ex.
pedition jor the firit time made Smith Sound
lamous. Unihke Ingiefiela, Kane found the sound
tlocked with ice &t 118 entrance, and belog forced
1B upon the Greenland shore was crowded into &
bagbor (n Iatitude 78 def 87 min,, and in, as it
provod, an inconvenlent and hazardous positiom,
The vessel was never llberated, and, aiter passing
twWo winters there, his party betook them-
#eives to Loats. Aiter dragging them over the
ice to ,tne open wWaier at the moutn of
the scumd, & distance of ninety miles, they
then set out jor tne Danish colonies la Greenland.
During his stay in winter huroor DLr, Kane and
his party performed many sicdge journeys in the
spring, searching the shores of Greenisnd as far
up an iatirnae 81 deg. north. It was my lor.
fune to be a member of that expedition, and,
wilh vne ol the sbip's cormpany, | mude a dog-
sledye journey aoross the sound 1o the nurth and
west, reacning & land not hitherto known, and
which wad called GUrinnell Landa. Thoie | traced to
about lutitnde 80 deq.. and then surveyed It on my
return journey scuthward and wesswurd, bejore
recro:ming the sound, vutl! | connectad it with the
previous discoveries of Inglefield at Lape Sauine,
During ibhe nomeward jouiney aloug that whore |
found everywueres swooth |0¢, indicaiing veyond
douut shg! Gpon the SRITINE B of winter tnere bad
beed am oped sheet uf waler All plong the land s
fAr ap a8 the Lighest puibt that L resched, and s
Righott point Wad Loe entrakos Vo oA extensiou of

Bmith Sound, which was called Eenneay Channel
Tnis fact led me to belleve that a strong southerly
seiting current through Smith Sound forced toe
lce down mpon the Greeniand coast, and lelt open
water at the clo+e of the thawing season on the
opposite shore; and accordingly, upon my return
home, | immediately advocated the fiting ous of a
new expedition,
THESR EXPLORATIONS,

1 may mention, proved that Inglefield was wrong:
for, inatead of expanding Into the Polar Ucean,
Smith Sound merely expanded into & broad sea
which nairows agaln into Kennedy Channel, and
is now known as Kane Uasin,

Through the Itberality of leading sclentific
societies of the country and of private individuals
the expedition was organized In the spring of
1860. Upon reaching Bmitn Bouud, hewever, I
discovered a tongue of loe extending througi the
centre of the channel to the soath and west,
and baviog only a emall schoumer I conid
not in  the teeth of & gale vore tnia
“pack" and reach the west coast. In the
effort the schooner was so badly crippled shat [
was forced into winter harbor Beptember §, some-
what prarer the moutn of Smith Scund tham
that of Dr. Kane, and I was compelled, thersiore,
in my subsequent eXxploritions with siedge over
the trozen sea to traverss much the same courss [
bad vaken beiore. During the greaier part of this
tollsome maren of siXty days the lce was very
rough; but, a8 in the former case, when sotiug
nvader tao orders of Dr. Kane, | found a smooth
beit of & single winter's Ireeging along the west
coast, thus confrmiog my previous opinion and
declaration as to the practicavliity of o passage,
at least to Kenneay Chanonel, in that direction.
Within Keoneay Ohanmel the |08 Was more oni-
form, presenting alternately rough and smooth
sarimoes. The higheat point attained on the lco was
unear lat, &3 deg., on Isud, 81 deg, 87 min,, where
I len my flag aod record. Tals was,
of course, In the spring, loug  De-
fore ftoere Wwas any general break up of the
lee. | reached, however, open water, wWhich
stopped me, even =t the early ppriod of AMay
18, The lce In the channel wad evem then,
when the mercury was abous mere, very tbin amnd
rotten.

The proois thus obtained inorsased the earnest.
nass witn whion | advooated the route by Smith
Sonnd, and in tuis advocaoy I huve been supporied
by toe Amariean Geograpnical Boclety, and espes
clally by lia emineat Proesident, Chisr Justice
Courien P. Daly. Tne result Was o general convic.
tion toat This was the mous) aValiabie obannel by
which the XNorth Pole was te be reschsd, and
fuply, Cougress making & MOderaie appropiles

the Proposed Lines of

tion, Captaln C. ¥, Hall was entrusted with the
command of the famous Polaris Expedition,
ENTERING S¥ITH BOUND,

Both Dr. Eane and mysell encountered at the
mouth of 8mith Sound motonly a heavy pack,
but severe bead winds, whieh brought the *pack”
down. But Captsin Hall seems to have met witn
no sach obatacles, and entering the sound steamed
to the west coast and thence to Grinnell Land,
encountering no ice even there, thus fuifilling, by
actual experiment, the predictions which I had
made years before. Nor (id he meet any ice
in Kennedy Channel to embarrass him until he
bad reached latitude 82 deg. 16 min.; and thus
hia voyage to that hitherto unattained latitude
by ship was a8 Iree Irom obstacles as & Yoyage
irom New York to Liverpool Here pack fce was
encountered, and, when he attempted to push
through it, his vessel became beset, and, when
liberated, the enterprise was for the season mban-
doned, and the expedition went inte winier quar-
ters,

There is a diference of opinion as to the con-
dition of tho ses ahead at the time this re*
Sulve Was made, s0me asserting toat the “pack'
Wiaa but @ parrow belt and that open water could
be discerned beyond. Captain Tyson, one of the
oMcers ol tne Polaris, states that he saw /rom the
masthead open Waler veyond the i0e north as
far as the eye could see, and that there
WAS & clear “‘water sky." He further staves that
afterward toe cnaunel was opened to the uorih-
®iat, and ibat toe vessel could have gone further
morth, but that Captain Hall, yielding to the opin-
fon of Captaln Buddington, his salling master,
decided, against tue views of the other omcers,
to abandon mny forther Attemp: to sdavance.
In this view Captalo 'Tyson Is sopported
by many of tae snip's company, while others as-
Sert LRAT there was neither Water nor “'water sky"
visible 1o the northward. Yet Captain Tyson is
AD eXperienced navigator, and Is well scquainted
with that peculiar phenomenon of the Arctio seas
known ae “water sky,"” aod also the “lce bliuk,"
two distinet conditious of reflection 1o the atmos-
paers that are ordioarily uomisiakable. ‘1his
WwWas early In Sepiemoesr, the mcst Davie
@able season; bui, doubtloas, the experis
ence of Uaptuin Buddington had clearly shown
Dlm thiat there was danger ol Leing caugat 1o the
“pack’ lor the wiuler, and of DEIRg iruzen Iast
there L they continued longer At sea; and the
Wisdom of his coursé can thersiors no: be oalled
in question by those WHUO Were not upon tue spot,
and consequentiy muss be imnorsat of all toe air.
oumstuncas, In golug lute Winter qaarters Caps
talu Hail did net abandon she eRIAFPILE Whioh b

Lad 8o serioualy ai hears, but, steadiuitly sduering

to nis original purpose, he intended to awsit an
opportunity and push on the lollowing year. Un-
happliy, however, [or the enterprise, after making
& sledge journey to the north, be fell sick, and
died almost before winter had fairly set in.
Whether it was (rom pradential motives or a lack
of opportunily we cannot underiake to say, bu
it is an uniortuanate fact that when the Polaris
Wis llberated tne following summer ashe was
headea south, and, when near the entrance to
Bmith Sound, was nipped by the ice, and, being
1l fitted for such encounters, Was s0on & total
wreok,
THE POLARIS EXPEDITION.

1 have thus gone over the ground of the opening
of this chbanoel at some length, in order to arrive
Al ajust estimate of the coances of success beyond
that which was achleved by the Polaris Expedi.
tion. All Arctio navigators well know that the ice
13 llable to obatrace che sed lo Almoat any quarter,
And oAn judge as to whelber the obatacles en-
countersa by the Poiaris Expedition in Robeson
Channel, which Is bot & gonunustion of Kennedy
Channe , was or was not likely to prove a perma.
neut embarrassment. My own view of the matter
muy be plainly stated lo & jew worde. [ think, as
lalways bave thought since my first experience
ol 1854, that through Smith Sound and the cham-
nel beyond there 18 & practicadle opening leadiag
10to toe Polar Basin. The curremt setr stroogiy
ponLh, a8 s provea Dy the arus ol twe
fee, and It peeds oniy, ln my Judgment,
patience, oare and suficient means to accom-
plish & passage Lo that direcuon. True, It cannot
be dope without risk. mor yet witnout the probable
embarrussiment ol drifting ice. But loe 1o ale
most all Arcile waiers appears and didappeurs
with remarcable rapidity in obedience to the di-
recrion of the winds aud the carreats: and A e
Wileh ls open to-day may be coversd Wwith loe to-
morrow. Fractically 1 belleve the Polaris was oo
the MATID O & sed, OF rather ocean, which, in
consequoence of Its vast extent, Is never com-
pietely Irozen over, and, althongh covered here and
thera with drifllog masses of ice, waien gather
under the inAgence of the wind, Is yet navigable,
From peraoual observation during two joarnays I
koow that Keunedy Chanuel closes very iate ia the
futumu AOd Opens eArly 10 Lhe spring; for even
io May, as befors stated. 1 found ice that was
exceedingly @iMeunlt Lo iraverse with dog
sledges, and on oné oo0asion, belors reaching
absolutely open water, | was ocompelled to
take to the shore amd flollow thé land 10e,
At ths enriy patiod I saw, from my last poins of
ODMTVALIOD, Open Water. ‘This soa proved by Cape
tain Mali's eEperienca 1o be AB RPaRSR OF R
Bedy Cuasnel, bad I8 Wwas open ROAS e leda

J
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Whether this was due to the rapidity of the onr.
rent or to the proximity of an lmmense body of
water beyond [ cannot pretend to say. BatIhaveno
doubt that both causes wers operating. That this
channel connects with the ocean to the morth cen

carcely be doubted, ror the reports from the¢ -
Polaris Expedition show that the tides set from
that quarter. In view of the conditions observed
from the turee expeditions of Kane, Hall and my-
self In that chanoel it can bardly be sapposed thas
the extension of Smith Sound to the northward
can be very far beyond the polnt attained by Cap-
tain Hall, even aithougn land was seen due north
beyond my last observed point of Cape Union. 1
am convinced thas, could the wbstruot.
ing pack which embarrassed the Polarn
in that cbannel have been pemerrated,
tbe North Pole conld bave been reashed
by steam, for | do not doubt the exlstence of u per-
manent open sea about the Pole. Icannot, indeed,
imagine any circumsiances under which so large
o watery area could become congealed. It ls true
that we have no positively clsar proof that there
12 any Arctic Ocean at all. Nor have we any proof
that the continent of Greenland does not, as the
eminent geographer, Dr. Petermsann, has ¢ons
Jectured, extend across tna Pole ioward Bebring
Strait. But this, as it seems 1o me, is §o far 10 an.
tagonism with all the reasonabie analogies of
physical geography as scarcely to admit of serious
qaiscussion. =

AN EXAMINATION OF THE MAP

will show the mmense extent of Arotic coast line,
bathed by the circumpolar ‘waters, which
lorms an aimost contiouous Llme eof land,
with LUt eomparatively oarrow  ohannels,
separating the weveral bodies, and praecti
cally enclomng an Area more ihan 2,000
miles in diameter. There are no broad openings
into It, and, saon a8 \bey are, they have bitberto
been lound blocked with ice to such an exiemt
that the paseage of vesssli has Deen prevemted.
I pelleve that Greenland has besen traced mearly,
Il Dot quite, to 1ts northern extremity. 1 balieve
the same, too, o' Grinneil Lend, To me 1t 19 lmpos-

sibie to conoceiv® of An APea SUCHD AN that Of the
Aretic Ocean being ocovered with los LArge
bodies of water do not ireexe. Even badin's Bay
1a not clowed 1o the winter nor yet Hodson's Bay,

aADd s & temperators of ioriy degrees below sero
1 have seen waves dsshing apon 1he i0e-girt sbore

and protected by 106 land, sad henes, AeF DO in.
cousiderable eXZperienss, | have arrived at
conclusion fhat, 88 The ARt Ocead
most entirely gitaled b7 lad, I8 & i
mASREY, girdiod by & shangiag, labd-sliagan



